
The most prevalent news regarding recent activities of The 
International Scientific Committee of Vernacular Architecture 

(CIAV) was the Conference and Meeting that took place in Al 
Ain, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, from the 18th to the 
21st of November, 2012. 
 

The Conference was organized and coordinated by CIAV Vice 
President  Hossam  Mahdy  with  the  participation  of his 
supporters and efficient collaborators, along with the cooper-

ation of the Abu Dhabi Tourism Culture Authority. 
 
The general theme of the Conference was: “The place of the 

vernacular built heritage in a rapidly changing context”. This 
theme was analyzed throughout the interesting presentations 
by  the  speakers  from  different  angles  and  from  the   
perspectives of those representing diverse regions of the 

world.   The   papers   and  presentations  on  vernacular  
architecture of the Islamic cultures and the Arab Peninsula 
were   very   impressive  and  informative  for  attending  

participants  from  other  world  regions  which  are vastly 
different from the desert cultures. The participating authors 
presented  diverse   approaches   to   earth   vernacular   

construction and their insights on conservation, re-use and 
rehabilitation techniques. Additionally, theoretical aspects and 
various  concepts  regarding  education and training were 
developed   with   remarkable  care  and  clarity,  greatly  

contributing to the knowledge and preservation of vernacular 
architecture. 
 

The  visits  to  the  archeological sites, to the oasis, to the 
reconstructed earthen historical buildings, to the restoration 
works and to the museum, were not only very interesting, but 

also astounding and wonderful. Our hosts were very kind and 
generous.  We  will  always  remember  the  delicious and 
traditional  meals  they  offered  us  in  beautiful historical 
surroundings,   where   we   could   recapture   the  day’s  

experiences in the Arab world. 
 

Included in this issue is “A Brief report” written by Hossam 

Mahdy, which contains all the details and important facts 
about the Conference. 
 

I want to express our gratitude, not only to Hossam Mahdy 

and all the members of his team, but also to the Abu Dhabi 

Tourism  Culture  Authority  for making this excellent and 

productive CIAV Conference and Meeting possible. 

Valeria Prieto 
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A Brief Report. By Hossam Mahdy 
 

The CIAV Conference and Annual Meeting for 2012 were held in al Ain, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates from  18th  

to 21st  November  2012. The events were organized and sponsored by Tourism and Culture Authority (TCA Abu 
Dhabi) with support from ICOMOS-UAE National Committee. 
 

The  conference  was  held  in  Qattara  Arts  Centre  (QAC),  a  vernacular mud building restored and rehabilitated  
by  TCA  Abu  Dhabi.  In  the  preceding  two  weeks  VERNADOC  2012  (camp  for the documentation of vernacular 
architecture) was organized by TCA Abu Dhabi under the leadership of Markku Mattila. An exhibition of the drawings 

produced by VERNADOC 2012 was displayed in the same venue of CIAV conference. 
 
On Sunday the 18th November, the participants arrived to al Ain. At 6pm, a public lecture titled “National Identity  

and  Traditional  Building”  was  organized  by  United  Arab  Emirates  University  (UAEU)  in collaboration with TCA 
Abu Dhabi. The speaker was Prof. Miles Lewis, honorary life member of CIAV. Then a dinner was held with “Oud Arab 
traditional music” in the courtyard of QAC. 
 

On the morning of Monday 19th November, the conference was officially opened by a welcome speech from  Director  
General of TCA Abu Dhabi and, VERNADOC exhibition was opened and introductory presentations were given by TCA 
experts on the vernacular built heritage in the context of UAE and al Ain. 

 
The scientific conference started in the afternoon of Monday 19th and continued during Tuesday and Wednesday.  
The  main theme of the conference was “The Place of the Vernacular Built Heritage in a Rapidly Changing Context”. 

Sub-themes were: 
 

 Vernacular Architecture in UAE and the Arab Peninsula 

 Vernacular Built Heritage in Arab and Islamic Cultures 

 Theoretical aspects  

 Education and training 

 Rehabilitation and Development 

 Adaptive Reuse of Vernacular Architecture 

 Techniques 

 Case Studies. 

 
A  round  table discussion was held on the definition and scope of vernacular architecture. And the CIAV annual 
meeting was held on Wednesday evening. The conference was officially closed by CIAV president Gisle Jakhelln with 

the announcement and invitation for CIAV 2013 in Portugal from 16th to 20th October 2013. 
 
Lunch breaks during the three days of the conference were organized with short site visits to vernacular buildings  in 
al  Ain.  A  post-conference  tour  was  organized  for two days of Thursday 22nd and 23rd November to visit al Ain 

world heritage site components. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  conference  proceedings will be uploaded on CIAV website. It was also agreed that the 
proceedings will be printed and Miles Lewis offered to edit the volume and assist in its publication. 

Quick facts: 
 

1. Number of all visitors and participants is 77. 

2. Number of papers presented is 19 papers (23 were submitted but 4 authors didn’t attend or delegate the 

presentation of their papers to others) 
3. Media Coverage: 

a. Three TV channels 

b. More than 5 newspapers 
c. One Local radio channels 

4. Number of post tour participants is 19 persons excluding TCA Abu Dhabi team 

5. 11 sites have been visited during the post-conference tour 
6. The participants were from 27 nationalities covering the 6 continents 

 

 
Hossam Mahdy 
Abu Dhabi, 27 December 2012  



 



 

















 

By Markku Mattila 















CIAV AWARD TO NELSON MELERO 
 

The  CIAV AWARD 2012 was presented to our colleague, and member of CIAV – ICOMOS, from La 
Havana,  Cuba,  Architect  Nelson Melero, recognizing his work and activities, during 32 years, in 

benefice of cultural heritage with emphasis in vernacular architecture.  
 

CIAV President Gisle Jakhelln sent to nelson Melero his Diploma with a letter which says that “CIAV is 

happy to have you as member of our scientific committee”. 
 

Congratulations to Nelson Melero!! 



ECUADORIAN VERNACULAR 

PREMODERN ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM 

  
Arq. G. Andrés Peñaherrera Mateus 

 
 

Around the middle of the 18th century Antonio de Ulloa became aware that the “vernacular” architecture 
that  was  produced  in  Latin  American  territories  was  a  reflection  or  continuation  of  the ancestral 
architectural characteristics. That is why it is important to know the architecture that was produced by 
people before the modernistic impact that started to flourish from 1940 on, and which continues strongly 
actually. In this paper I show examples of the Ecuadorian Pre-modern Vernacular Architecture that covers 
pre-Hispanic cultural manifestations, up to the middle of the last century. In this way we can achieve a 
complementary focus of the synthesis of architecture and urbanism (archibanism) produced among us.  
 
What  it  is  understood  as  “vernacular  architecture”?  It is the architecture that the people produce 
spontaneously. It reflects the way and degree in which the popular knowledge assimilates the up-dated 
cultural  developments  generated  in  the  most  advanced  circuits. It is the popular architecture that 
dominates in the private or residential types. It contains and is the expression of the ancestral values that 
persist through time. It expresses the identity of the social group that produces and uses it. It is also said 
that  it  is  “architecture without architects”. It does not follow “academic norms” but instead a “way of 
doing” that is known, tried and accepted by the group. The vernacular architecture is an expression of the 
cultural  evolution  and  dynamism  of  the  group  or social class that creates it. There are found private 
initiatives or ingenuities related to how the common person accepts or interprets innovations that can be 
plastic,  technological,  functional,  etc.  It  is  mainly  a  type  of  organic  architecture.  What is “organic 
architecture”? Is the one that is intimately related to the physical environment where it is implanted, 
where the topography, the climate and natural resources have conditioned it. 
 
What it is understood as “pre-modern architecture”? It is the architecture that was produced before 
modernism;   before  the  general  use  of  reinforced  concrete,  the  cement  block,  glass.  Pre-modern 
architecture still uses technology based in materials from the vegetal and even animal kingdoms; like: 
bricks and adobe, hard quaternary soil (cangahua), calcium oxide, tiles. In other words, construction actual 
materials of common use, like: cement, steel, glass, metallic forms and products from refined oil. In the 
functional  and  plastic  aspects,  pre-modern  architecture  it  is  the  type  of  architecture that was not 
influenced   by  “cubism”  or  “rationalism”.  In  general  terms  it  can  be  stated  that  the  pre-modern 
architecture  happened  in  Ecuador  before  the cultural influences that came about at the time of the 
construction of the railroad (1895 -1905) becoming latter strong in the mid of the 20th century.  
 
What  it  is  understood  as  “architecture  acculturated”?  It  is the preconceived architecture guided or 
influenced by exogenous or eclectic culture. It is the architecture that is generally tough at the schools of 
architecture.  



 
 
 
What it is understood as “vernacular architecture acculturated”? It is the popular architecture subdued by 
preconceived or eclectic molds. It generally reflects popular aspirations for “cultural advancement” towards 
an improved way of life or “status”.  
 
What it is understood as “traditional architecture”? It is the architecture built by people along an extended 
period of time in which its principles have achieved ample diffusion and acceptance by most of the related 
conglomerate.  Any  architecture  acculturated,  having  enough  time,  may  become  traditional  or  even 
vernacular. Traditional architecture does not belong to a recognized scientific classification. 
 
These definitions are patterns to have a cultural classification of the production of architecture and urbanism 
(archibanism). There are occasions when it is difficult to identify as one or other classification because there 
are  so  many  variables  that  may  be involved. A judgment could be influenced by the background of the 
investigator  or  even  by  the goal that is being pursued. But anyway, those can be guidance levels for the 
arrangement of any study. 
 
The Spanish people are one of Europe’s with the most cultural mix. An important reason for this is the over 
800  years  of  direct  Arabian  influence.  Spanish  people  came  to  America  with a technological cultural 
development estimated 3500 years ahead. They brought African slaves whose culture is estimated 4000 
years  behind  the  Spanish.  In  other  words,  there  was a technological cultural cleft of around 500 years 
between the American natives and the African newcomers.  
 
It had inherited that ample and asymmetrical cultural mix. After 500 years it had advanced a lot with great 
strides. Architecture and urbanism “archibanism” is a means to objectively measure the advance that is the 
result  of  a  cultural  evolution  in  full  gear. So its achievements should be estimated through a new and 
consequent expression with such that mix. The communication means and systems that are available now, 
allow to accelerate the development through adequately oriented and implemented education. 
 
The  vernacular  architecture  and  urbanism  “archibanism”  in Ecuador involves that which was made by 
peoples  of  different  cultures  and  developments.  Hence  the  variety  due  to the vast range of mix and 
multiculturalism is very large making the study being compelling. What is presented in this work is only a 
small sample or window of the impressive varied, complex and ample field that is classified into 12 groups: 
 

1. PRIMARY   CONSTRUCTION  SYSTEMS.-  In  Ecuador  there  are  living  examples  of  ancestral 
technology.  The  “hand made wall”  (muro de mano) is generally found in the Atuntaqui area, 
Imbabura province. It is made by the placement of small portions of fresh mud, pressed by the 
fists and placed by hand pressing over the surface while erecting the wall, and allowing it to be 
dried by the sun and the wind. With this technology a wall in erected in short and spaced lengths 
so the drying process is fast without losing its form. 



 
 
2. PRIMITIVE DWELLINGS.- A sample of different types of housing, including its coexistence 

3. DWELLINGS IN RAFTS.- They are generally found in the Guayas and Los Ríos provinces. 

4. PALAFITIC DWELLINGS IN THE AMAZON BASIN AND OCEAN LITTORAL.- Baroque walls 

starting guadúa cane, commonly called "quincha" 

5. PALAFITIC WARD.- An example is San Lorenzo, in Esmeraldas province. 

6. VERNACULAR URBAN PLAN OR OUTLINE.- As examples the cities of Nabón and Saraguro; 

there is a mix of the organic and rationalist tracings. 

7. PORTALS AS A CONSTANT IN THE VERNACULAR URBANISM.-Adequate element that should 

be rescued and recommended for the cities to become harboring and comfortable. 

8. PERSIAN  COURTAINS  AND  CARVED  WOOD  DECORATIONS.-  Demonstrate the evident 

influence of the Arabian culture in Ecuador. 

9. LANDSCAPES AND URBAN DEVELOPMENTS.- Variety and harmony. 

10. DWELLINGS ON THE FOOTHILLS OF THE ANDES.- Free creativity. 

11. VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE ACCULTURATED.- Diversity and wit. 

12. ROMANESQUE  AND  GOTHIC  IMPRINTS.-  Varied  and curious plastic and technological  

examples. 

  
BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
1.- Arte Ecuatoriano, TOMO I, Salvat Editores Ecuatoriana S.A., Quito, 1976. 
2.- Consejo Internacional de Monumentos y Sitios (ICOMOS), Comité Internacional de  
      Arquitectura Vernácula (CIAV). 
3.- De Sutter, Patrick, Arq. Técnicas Tradicionales en Tierra en La Construcción de  
      Viviendas en El Área Andina Del Ecuador, Instituto Nacional de Patrimonio Cultural,  
     Quito, 1985 
 
 
 

THE END 
Arq. G. Andrés Peñaherrera Mateus.- December 2012 



1. EXAMPLES OF PRIMARY BUILDING SYSTEMS 
 

STRUCTURE DECK WITH VEGETAL ELEMENTS. 

WALL STRUCTURE AND KNUCKLES OF THE DECK 

STRUCTURE 

COEXSISTING  OF  DIFFERENT  TYPES  OF WALL 

CONSTRUCTION 

LARGE ADOBES AND LARGE 

CANGAHUA BLOCKS 
HAND MADE 

WALL 

ADOBE 



2.   EXAMPLES PRIMITIVE DWELLINGS 
 

2. HOUSING Zaparos (AMAZON) 

Hamacas 

En la Amazonia ecuatoriana 

HOUSING THE SHUAR 

2. LARGEST RAW BRAIDS ON THE COVER TO PREVENT THIS RISE WITH THE WIND 
 

Páramo de Atilio, Chimborazo 



3.  EXAMPLES OF HOUSING IN RAFTS 
(PROV. DE LOS RIOS Y GUAYAS) 

 

 
4. EXAMPLES OF HOUSING PALAFITIC COAST AND IN THE AMAZON 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. EXAMPLE VERNACULAR URBAN TRACING  

 

5.   EXAMPLE OF NEIGHBORHOOD PALAFITIC 
 (SAN LORENZO, ESMERALDAS) 

PLANE NABON, PROV. DE AZUAY 



7. EXAMPLES OF PORTALS ON THE ECUADORIAN HIGHLANDS 
 

7. San Antonio de Ibarra, Imbabura 



8. EXAMPLES OF WOOD BLINDS AND DECORATIONS WITH CARVED WOOD 
 

Doble Alar. Tulcán,  

Double Deck Wing 



9. EXAMPLES OF LANDSCAPES AND URBAN SETS 
 

9.  Nabón, Azuay 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10. EXAMPLE OF HOUSES IN THE ANDES MOUNTAIN FOOTHILLS 
 

9.  Sangolquí, Pichincha 

LITHICS FOUNDATION IN BALANCE 



11. EXAMPLES OF VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE ACCULTURATED   
 



12. EXAMPLES IMPRINTS ROMANESQUE AND GOTHIC 
 

12. Cangahua, Pichincha 



By Marwa Dabaieh 
 

Marwa Dabaieh (mdabaieh@yahoo.co.uk) is a colleague with experience as conservation architect, 
researcher,  and assistant professor from El Cairo, Egypt. She has recently accepted as CIAV 

member and she has participated in CIAV Al Ain. 
 

She  is  collaborating with CIAV Newsletter with some very interesting photographs on earthen 

architecture. 

mailto:mdabaieh@yahoo.co.uk


 



 



Museum  of  Wooden  Architecture,  it is book from our colleague and CIAV member Olga Sivan about 
history of creating, methodology of the projecting and modern condition of one of the biggest open air 

museum in Russia. The research presents an analysis of such creating museums in Europe, starting from 
the  end  of the XIX century, today counting more than 2 thousands, as well as Russian ones, which 

numbers about 40.  

  

In CIAV Newsletter 27th it was published the contents of the book written by Olga Sivan. Now here we 
present the title page of the book. 

We congratulate Olga Sivan for her contribution to the knowledge of the wooden architecture in her 

country.  

 



By Maria Ines Subercaseaux 
 

This is an invitation made by CIAV Vice President Maria Ines Subercaseaux. 
 

VAF was organized in 1980 to encourage the study and preservation of all aspects of vernacular 
architecture and landscapes through interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary methods. 



VAF 2013 

The Ebb and Flow of Religion and Economy in Gaspe Cultural Landscapes 

Gaspé-Percé, Quebec, Canada, June 11-15, 2013 

See Call for Papers. Deadline: November 15, 2012. 

See Call for Workshop Participants. Deadline: November 15, 2012. 

See Gaspé-Percé Conference Web site. 

 

 

 

 

The  first  bilingual  English- French  VAF  will  be  headquartered  in  Gaspé,  Quebec. Located on the 

northern tip of the Appalachians just at the Gulf of Saint Lawrence, the municipality of Gaspé (made up 

of villages annexed together in the 1970s) covers an area of 1,100 square kilometers with a population 

of about 15,000. Just over 3,200 people live in Gaspé town  proper.  We  will  use  the facilities at the 

Cégep  de  la  Gaspésie  et  des  Îles, the local college and former Catholic seminary, for many of the 

conference activities. 

Schedule 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes 

Since  Jacques  Cartier  first  planted  a  cross in Gespeg, "land’s end" in Micmac, successive waves of 

immigrants have marked this landscape, cradled between the mountains and the sea. Participants in the 

2013  VAF  will  have the opportunity to explore two major themes: religious expressions beyond the 

narrow concept of organized churches, and economic succession in Gaspé's cultural landscapse. These  

Tue June 11 VAF Board meeting 

Self-guided tour: Gaspé  

Opening Reception (evening)  

Wed June 12 

Thu June 13 

All day tours (North and South tours) 

Fri June 14 Forum Workshop  

Paper Sessions 

Banquet (evening) 

Sat June 15 Optional tour: Bonaventure Island and Percé Rock National 

Park  

Self-guided tour: Gaspé  

 

http://www.vernaculararchitectureforum.org/conferences/2013/cfp.html
http://www.vernaculararchitectureforum.org/conferences/2013/workshop.html
http://www.crcprb.chaire.ulaval.ca/en/vernacular-architecture-forum/


two forces shaped settlement patterns, ethnic institutions, government policies, gender asymmetries, 

and  power  relations—factors  that  in  turn  affected  and  were  affected  by  the  built  and  natural 

environments in a dialectical process. 

The 2013 VAF tour sites have been selected to showcase:  

 Catholic and Anglican parish cores and their constituent elements; 

 the different forms of private devotional practices and the unequal access to natural resources 

and capital in domestic environments; 

 pilgrimage and outdoor sacred sites; 

 interpretation and administrative centers that affirm the survival of Micmac traditional practices 

as contrasted with their adaptations to contemporary North-American life-ways; 

 educational complexes where beliefs were transmitted through particular pedagogy; 

 stores and industrial buildings where community leaders and clergy organized the first co-ops; 

 a  national park created largely through the expropriation of complete villages, which had the 

effect   of   destructuring  or  dismantling  community  solidarities,  often  based  on  religious 

denominations;  the  possible  coincidences  of  the decline of fishing, agriculture and forestry 

industries, diminishing church attendance, and the rise of tourism and accessibility to modern 

mass material culture. 

 

Forum Workshop and Paper Sessions 

New this year will be a Forum Workshop, which will highlight the community partnerships at the fore of 

the conference organizers' activities in the Gaspé -Percé region. The Workshop follows the tour days, so 

that VAF participants can respond to what they’ve seen in conversation with stewards and owners of tour 

sites,  local  decision  makers,  government authorities and agencies, cultural organizations, historical 

societies, and tourism offices.  

Forum Workshop round tables and plenary session presentations, as well as the VAF Paper Sessions (see 

Call for Papers), will be simultaneously translated. 

Tours 

Each tour will be provided with extensively-illustrated bilingual field guides, which will not only describe 

and  analyze  each  of the tour sites, but will also explore the two principle themes of the conference: 

religion in its largest definition, and economic cycles.  

South Tour 

The  South  tour begins in Douglastown, home of a historically Irish-Catholic congregation. Significant 

elements  of its parish core were rebuilt in the late 1930s and the 1950s. Structures including Holy Name 

Hall  parish theatre, a poured-concrete presbytery, a dom-bellot inspired church and the standardized 

elementary  school  together form a monolithic ensemble that stands out in an otherwise ubiquitous 

landscape. 



The houses of two Jersey families, one inland, the other at the long-standing cod-fishing settlement of 

Pointe-Saint-Peter,  contrast  the  fortunes  of  middling fish merchants. Remnants of the facilities of 

large-scale cod-fisheries operating in the region, such as Robin, Whitman and Sons and Hyman will be 

seen in the towns of Barachois and Percé to the south, as well as in Rivière-au-Renard on the North Tour.  

Barachois is also the location of a bilingual Irish- and French-Canadian-Catholic congregation. While the 

community was once home to numerous young families, today it is home to one of the oldest populations 

in the region. Down the road, Saint-Peter’s Malbay, an Anglican carpenter gothic church, acted as the 

hub for a number of mission churches served by the same minister.  

From  the  coast, tour participants will travel inland to Val-d’Espoir, a hamlet that developed with the 

provincial  government’s efforts to colonize its hinterland in the mid 1920s. Settlement in Val -d’Espoir 

increased  during  the  Depression, when the Saint-Viateur fathers founded an agricultural school in 

buildings left to them by a Cistercian order. Despite decline resulting from a 1970s government policy of 

parish closures, parishioners have fought to keep Saint-François-de-Sales, the local Catholic church, and 

their community alive.  

The  tour  concludes  with a walking-tour of Percé, a town of some 1,000 persons, now famed for its 

tourism.  

North Tour 

From Gaspé, North Tour participants will first visit Rivière -au-Renard, one of the dynamic fishing ports of 

the region. The Hyman chafaud, a building where salt-dried cod was packed and stored, is a testament to 

the  Gaspé’s  importance as a supplier of quality fish to countries where observant Catholics fasted on 

Fridays.  While  they were not allowed meat, they could eat fish. As elsewhere in the province, a large 

illuminated metal cross erected on the mountainside dominates the town.  

At Anse-au-Griffon, participants will have the opportunity to compare a seigneurial manor to the modest 

home of a devout French-Canadian family, as well as examine a freezer, a building where members of 

the  fisherman’s  cooperative  stored  their  catch.  This  building  has  since been converted into the 

Anse-au-Griffon Cultural Center.  

Cap-de-Rosiers was one of several villages greatly affected by the expropriation of families in the making 

of Forillon National Park in the 1970s. By comparing it with Grande Grève, where a number of significant 

buildings have been restored for interpretation, the extent of parish destructuration that came with the 

creation of a monumental natural park can be understood. In Grande Grève, participants will have the 

opportunity to explore a couple of relatively untouched houses that are not open to the public.  

The day will end with the twin sites of Saint-Majorique, whose wooden Catholic church illustrates 19th-

century siting and construction practices, and Pointe-Navarre Sanctuary, built in the aftermath of a 

schism in the parish of Saint-Majorique. Pointe-Navarre Sanctuary, mausoleum, grotto, Calvary, and 

landscape features are now the third largest pilgrimage site in the province. The site adjoins Gespeg, 

where the Micmac Nation has reconstructed and interpreted their traditional architecture.  



 

Optional Tours 

Town of Gaspé: Berceau du Canada has developed a walking tour of Gaspé Center.  

Town of Percé and Bonaventure Island:  From Percé, hourly boat tours leave for Bonaventure Island 

and Percé Rock National Park where Forum participants will have the opportunity to disembark. Although 

the Park has a number of cultural of resources, it is notably a bird sanctuary. Its principal attraction is 

the famous gannet colony with over 60,000 couples 



Vila Nova Cerveira » PORTUGAL  
____________________________   

Dear all, 
  

Escola Superior Gallaecia and ICOMOS-Scientific Committee on Vernacular Architecture  
 

I have the pleasure to invite you to participate on the Vernacular Architecture International Conference 

CIAV2013 | 7ºATP | VerSus, which will take place in Vila Nova de Cerveira, Portugal, from the 16th to 
the 20th of October 2013. The conference will be a unique chance to gather experts and to incentive 

exchange from two relevant disciplinary areas: earthen architecture and vernacular heritage.  
 

The international conference is organised under the Aegis of the Chaire UNESCO-Earthen Architecture & 
Sustainable development, ICOMOS-ISCEAH and PROTERRA, and has the Institutional Support of the 

Portuguese Ministry of Culture and ICOMOS-Portugal. The Conference is also organised with the 
partnership of CRAterre-ENSAG, Polytechnic University of Valencia, University of Florence, University of 

Cagliari, Association Centro da Terra and Foundation Convento da Orada.  

Abstracts can be submitted until the 20th of January 2013, at ciav2013@esg.pt 
 

Abstract structure and format model of abstract available at: 
http://www.esg.pt/ciav2013/index.php/en/resumos-artigos 

Themes:  
Theme 1: Materials and constructive techniques.  

Theme 2: Cultural heritage and building cultures.  
Theme 3: Territory and environmental adaptation.  

Theme 4: Energy efficiency and sustainable design.  

Theme 5: Natural hazards and risk mitigation. 
Theme 6: Education and research focus. 

Contribution:  
 

To enhance the disciplinary scope and the state of the art of vernacular architecture research; 
To have a relevant contribution to knowledge regarding materials & constructive techniques, cultural 

heritage & building cultures, territory & environmental adaptation, energy efficiency & sustainable 

design, natural hazards & risk mitigation, education & research focus; 

To encourage academic and scientific research collaboration on vernacular architecture, while 
contributing to the improvement of the built environment. 

To contribute to sustainable development at national and international levels. 

To strength the exchange and discussion concerning the achievements learnt on the disciplinary area; To 

contribute to the reflection regarding which future for vernacular architecture in today’s world of rapid 

global change. 

To discuss internationally, the research focus needed to strengthen the scientific area; 

To establish methods and strategies to meet to respond to nowadays challenges. 

Languages (with simultaneous interpretation): 

English and Portuguese 

mailto:ciav2013@esg.pt
http://www.esg.pt/ciav2013/index.php/en/resumos-artigos


 
Information available at: 
(Port) http://www.esg.pt/ciav2013/index.php/pt/ 

(Eng) http://www.esg.pt/ciav2013/index.php/en/ 
 

Thank you in advance for the dissemination of the international conference.  

 

Best regards, 

 

Organising Committee  

Mariana Correia, President of Escola Superior Gallaecia (Coord.)  

Gisle Jakhelln, President of ICOMOS-CIAV (co-Coord.) 
   

____________________________ 
   

Contacts:  
CIAV2013 | 7ºATP | VerSus 

E-mail: ciav2013@esg.pt  
Website: www.esg.pt/ciav2013  
 

Location: Escola Superior Gallaecia, www.esg.pt & www.esg.pt/ciesg 

Address: Largo das Oliveiras, 4920-275 Vila Nova de Cerveira, PORTUGAL  
Tel. (+351) 251 79 4054 (Cc: Arch. Gilberto Carlos and Dip. Sandra Rocha) 

Fax (+351) 251 79 4055 (Cc: Arch. Gilberto Carlos and Dip. Sandra Rocha) 

Dear colleagues, 

 

It is my pleasure to inform that the International Conference on Vernacular Heritage and Earthen 

Architecture, 

CIAV 2013 | 7ºATP | VerSus, to be held in Portugal, from the 16th-20th of October 2013, already 

received abstracts from the 5 continents.  

 

We remind you that 20th of January 2013 is the dead-line to submit abstracts. 

 

Best papers will be selected for an international publication, which will be available during the event, in 

October 2013. 

 

More information attached and available at: www.esg.pt/ciav2013 

Thank you for your wide dissemination.  

 

Best regards, 

 

Mariana Correia 

Organising Committee of the International Conference CIAV2013 | 7ºATP | VerSus 

http://www.esg.pt/ciav2013








WORLD URBAN FORUM.UN 
 

"The role of integrated conservation of cultural heritage for a creative, resilient and sustainable city” 
 

International  prize  for  the  best  doctoral  thesis  on  “Innovative  tools  and methods for 
promoting a resilient, creative and sustainable city”. 

  

  
Dear Colleagues,  

  
During  the  World  Urban  Forum  organized  by  UN Habitat in Naples last September, a side event 

sponsored by the ICOMOS International Scientific Committees on Economics of Conservation ( ISCEC), 
Legal and Administrative issues (ICLAFI) and Historic Towns and Villages (CIVVHI) was held, with the 

participation among other of the ICOMOS President Gustavo Araoz, UNESCO Director General for Culture, 
Francesco Bandarin, the World Bank etc.  

 

This event was preceded by public seminars during previous days. The topic of discussion was "The role 
of integrated conservation of cultural heritage for a creative, resilient and sustainable city " (see attached 

program).  
  

As a result of this initiative, the University of Naples Federico II has launched an international prize for 
the  best  doctoral  thesis  on  "Innovative  tools  and methods for promoting a resilient, creative and 

sustainable city”. The competition is open to all those PhD doctors, who completed their doctoral cycle of 
studies  within  the last three academic years: 2009/2010, 2010/2011, 2011/2012, at any Italian and 

foreign University. The deadline for submission of the application is 10.01.2013. The prize amounts to € 

5,000.00. 
  

As you can see, this is a topic that addresses, albeit on a more general level, the same issues examined 
during  the World Urban Forum. The aim is to promote urbanization processes that do not destroy the 

cultural heritage, but are on the contrary characterized by a particular focus on quality as they center on 
the conservation and promotion of the heritage itself. 

  
I  sincerely  hope  that  you  can  spread  this  initiative  in  your Universities and among any other 

stakeholders.  

  
Thank you for your support and I wish you all the best for the New Year. 

  
Best regards, 

Luigi Fusco Girard 
President of the ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Economics of Conservation  

  
For any queries please write directly to Luigi Fusco Girard 

<girard@unina.it> 

  
  

 


