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The cultural diversity from the towns with circular shape it is typical of the Wendland cultural landscape  



The cultural landscape of the Wendland circular villages: conservaƟon and 
rehabilitaƟon of the vernacular heritage 

 

This 37th NewsleƩer is dedicated to the latest CIAV Conference which took place in Lübeln, 
Wendland,   Germany,  last  year,   from  September  28  to  October  2  2016.  There  were  48 
parƟcipants. 
 
It was a very producƟve conference, with many interesƟng presentaƟons, as you may study in the 
short report below. 
 
It   was   also  very  well  organized  with  the  collaboraƟon  of  ICOMOS  Germany,  The  State 
ConservaƟon Office of Lower Saxony together with the community of Lüchow (Wendland), the 
Mayor’s Office of Lower Saxony and the Technical University of CoƩubs, Hannover.  
 
We had the opportunity to know and understand many important characterisƟcs of this so 
unique kind of circular shaped seƩlements whose history goes far back to the Medieval Ɵmes. 
 
I  hope  this  short  overview  may  give the readers, the taste of what we had the privilege to see 
and experience during those days. 
 
We  want  to  thank  all the  organizaƟons  and  people  that  collaborate  to  make this meeƟng a 
very successful CIAV Conference. A special appreciaƟon to our colleague Maria Ines Subercaseaux 
for her parƟcipaƟon with several photographs for this issue of the NewsleƩer. 
 
Valeria Prieto  
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September 28 – October 2, 2016 
Lübeln, Wendland, Germany 
 
 
 
CIAV in collaboraƟon with The State ConservaƟon Office of Lower Saxony Samtgemeinde 
Lüchow  (Wendland),  Samtgemeindebürgermeister Niedersächisches Landesamt für 
Denkmalpflege, Hannover, CoƩubs Technical University and ICOMOS Germany, organized 
this conference. 
 
The locaƟon of the conference was the circular village of Lübeln at the Rundlingmuseum, 
the most well known and visited in Wendland. Within the Rundlingmuseum there is an 
open air museum within a wonderful garden. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Circular Villages in the 
Hanovrian Wendland 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      Mammoisel               Lübeln 
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The Conference theme was: The cultural landscape of the Wendland circular villages – 
conservaƟon and rehabilitaƟon of the vernacular heritage. 
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The subthemes: 

 
 

1. Types  of  seƩlement  related  to  the  surrounding  cultural landscape  (there will be 
presentaƟons   about   the   variety   of   German cultural  landscapes  and  their 
vernacular  heritage,   especially  half ‐ Ɵmber)  ‐  and  problems  related  to  the 
protecƟon and preservaƟon of cultural landscapes…‐ worldwide. 

 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 RundwarŌendörfer (circular villages on terp mounds) – Rysum (Germany) 
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2. Problems  related  to  the  conservaƟon / rehabilitaƟon  of  the  built vernacular 

heritage, facing migraƟon, change of use – and possibiliƟes for cultural tourism. 
 
 
 
LisƟng   of   aƩributes   and   aƩribute   mapping   as   informaƟon   source   for   the  

assessment   of   criteria,   authenƟcity  and  integrity,  as  well  as  protecƟon  and 

management 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aerial photos: 
Samtgemeinde Lüchow 
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3. Energy related topics – alternaƟve energies – wind turbines, solar plants – and their 

installaƟons on the vernacular built heritage. 
 
 

 
 

 

Photographs: Marwa Dabaieh 
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4. ReconstrucƟons,  with special focus on Ɵmber architecture. (ICOMOS’ general theme 

for scienƟfic discussions in 2016). 
 
 

Stave church without internal raised room 
Haltdalen 1150 – 1200 AD  
 

 

Photograph: Gisle Jakhelln 
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5. Round table discussion in the aŌernoon of the second conference day on 
“Vernacular architecture threatened by war”. 
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Hossam Mahdy  



The program developed as follow:  

Wednesday, September 28 
 

Most of the parƟcipants arrived via the airports of Hamburg, Berlin or Hannover. With 
train  connecƟons, we arrived to the small ciƟes of Salzwedel and Uelzen, and then 
transferred by shuƩle buses to Lübeln, Wendland. 
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Upon our arrival, we were served a barbecue dinner  in a  tradiƟonal house by the 
Municipality of Lüchow. We enjoyed vegetarian and tradiƟonal dishes with meat 
roasted on the fire accompany with a delicious potato salad.  

 
I should menƟon that this enƟre region is a big producer of potatoes. 

 
 

 

The Mayor of Lower Saxony  
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Program acƟviƟes  
 
Thursday, September 29  
The conference presentaƟons 

 

The first day of the Conference our colleague and CIAV 

Honorary Member Christoph Machat as the  general  

coordinator  of  the  Conference  and  Vice‐President of 

ICOMOS Germany welcomed all the parƟcipants and in‐

troduced the themes theme related to Wendland  and  

its  cultural  heritage,  landscape  and  ancient circular 

villages. One of the purposes of the  conference  was  to  

make recommendaƟons and resoluƟons from CIAV  

members  for  the  benefit of the preservaƟon of this 

important historical and cultural heritage.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gisle Jakhelln   explained   that   CIAV   is  an ICOMOS 

ScienƟfic   CommiƩee   dedicated   to   the   vernacular 

architectural heritage. 

VERNADOC   is  one  of  the  field  acƟviƟes  which  were 

the   subject   of  a  presentaƟon  in  Turkey.  He  also 

menƟoned that this conference is focusing on wooden 

architecture, of which Germany has a rich heritage. 
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The first paper was presented by MaƩhias Hardt.  

 
 

He   presented   the   history   of  the 

seƩlements and  landscape  of  the  region  

from  the beginning   of   the   VIII  Century  

to  the development of the circular villages 

during    the    XII    Century    and   the  

conƟnuing construcƟons unƟl Lübeln in 

1832.  

 
 

High Medieval Colonisation in East Central Europe  

12th-14th Centuries 

 German Terminology: 
- Deutsche Ostsiedlung 

- Ostkolonisation 

- Ostbewegung 

- Feudale deutsche Ostexpansion 

- Landesausbau 

(after H.-E- Stier u.a. (Hrsg.), Großer Atlas zur Weltgeschichte (Braunschweig 1956) 74) 
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This introducƟon was essenƟal to understanding these unique seƩlements, their landscape 

and peculiar circular shape. (Note from V. Prieto.) 

 

 

Scheme of  Circular 
Village after Foundation 

The same Village in the 19th Century 

(B. Wachter, Hannoversches Wend-Land (Stuttgart 1986) 164, Abb. 65) 
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Dirk Wübbenhorst presented the paper: “Regional VariaƟon of the Lower German Hall 
House” was dedicated to the variaƟons relaƟng to their funcƟon in the homes in ancient 
Ɵmes, when the main hall was dedicated to the livestock in the stables and the harvest 
was brought in to be stored under the roof. At the same Ɵme the construcƟon system of 
wooden elements was shown.  
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 The examples show construcƟons from 1681, 1734 and 1833 in different areas.  
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Wendland sƟll retains a huge number of the tradiƟonal half‐Ɵmbered farm buildings from 

earlier centuries. 
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Then, Wolfgang Meibeyer talked about the seƩlement geography of the Wendland, and 

about the different types of medieval villages. 
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Mainly   focusing  on  development  and  the  distribuƟon  of  the  land  in  the  villages 

established at the southwest of the Elbe River. 
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MarƟn Cernansky, explained that in the Czech Republic sƟll has a large number of rural 

seƩlements, which are characterized by different sizes and types of circular villages. In his 

conclusion of this presentaƟon. 

He describes the legal protecƟon of vernacular architecture monuments as well as the 

spaƟal planning and building regulaƟons. 
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Also of great interest were the paƩerns of farms and villages in Romania, presented by 

Christoph Machat.  
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Gerardo Torres  from  Mexico talked about the vernacular houses in a liƩle village of 

the Puebla mountains, a rural Mexican region.  
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Ayten Erdem  from  Turkey  made  a presentaƟon on wood and brick construcƟon in 

Anatolia and problems of protecƟon of these structures in the Black Sea Boyabat. 
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Enev Ivan,  architect  from  Bulgaria, discussed the significance of vernacular architec‐

ture for the World Heritage System, explaining the values of vernacular architectural 

heritage and its unfortunate lack of recogniƟon. The significance of the vernacular 

structures is oŌen perceived to be inferior to the rest of the built heritage. 
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Hossam Mahdy and Samir Abdulac referred to the vernacular built heritage threatened 

by war. He presented three steps:  1.– What is the problem?;  2.– What can we do? and 

3.– What are the characterisƟcs of vernacular architecture?, emphasizing with specific 

details the  need to protect and conserve it before, during and aŌer wars. 
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Friday, September 30  

 

All day excursion by horse drawn coaches through the cultural landscape of Wendland 

circular villages. 
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We visited many circular seƩlements and several houses inhabited by local people 

which had been beauƟfully adapted as family homes. The whole trip crosses through 

small villages and a beauƟful landscape. All of us learn many interesƟng aspects of the 

circular  organizaƟon  use  of  the  land,  as  well  as  the  construcƟon  system of the 

vernacular houses.  
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Saturday. October 1  
 

On the third day of the conference, Elo Lutsepp from Estonia, explained that she is part 

of a network to support the owners of rural architecture heritage in Estonia and how 

they help people by providing educaƟon and training. 
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Marwa   Dabaieh  talked  about  renewable  energy  opƟmizaƟon  in  earthen 

architecture, with the examples of two oases in Egypt.  
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Marwa  Dabaieh  and  Valeria Prieto  are 
presenƟng the CIAV book, under the name: 
Vernacular  Architecture ReflecƟons.  
Challenges and Future.  



 

 

RestoraƟon  and  transformaƟon  of  Ɵmber  buildings in Denmark, were the subjects 

described and dicussed by Sören Vadstrup, who explained how it is possible to create 

healthier, more sustainable living spaces. 
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Gisle Jakhelln, CIAV President, presented the case of interpretaƟon and reconstrucƟon 

of the stave churches in Northern Norway, using the example of a stave church at the 

Trondenes Museum, Harstad.  
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BeauƟful images of Nordic landscapes and the reconstrucƟon of the chieŌain’s longhouse (AD 800) at 

Borg in the Lofoten Islands. He showed the sites of the 28 exisƟng churches in Norway, as well as some 

magnificent drawings and photographs of them around 1900. (Note from V. Prieto) 
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The fire resistance improvement in wood construcƟon was developed by Du Fei from 

China, with regard to Dong villages in Japan which are at risk of fires.  

ReconstrucƟon  of vernacular heritage in India by Nithya Rajendran, who presented 

several  examples  of  the rebuilding and the adapƟve reuse of several houses in the 

historical region of Kerala. 
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Michel Schmidt, KersƟn Dunker and Reiner ZiƩlau  from Germany discussed the 

historical  values  of  “The  Wendland Circular villages (Rundlinge)” area. They also 

explained that they are preparing documents to request the inclusion of the 

Wendland Rundlinge on the NaƟonal TentaƟve List for a World Heritage Site.  
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To support this request they have menƟoned many examples of this kind of ancient 

seƩlements.  
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At the closing of the conference sessions BriƩa Rudolf and Eva Baƫs spoke about 

Wendland circular villages: a global comparaƟve analysis. 

Year 10 Number 37 QUARTERLY PUBLICATION  MAR 2017 



 

They  enclosed  three  frameworks  of comparaƟve analyses: regional‐chronological, 

typological and themaƟc for circular seƩlements, from the prehistoric seƩlements, to 

pre‐industrial civilizaƟons, medieval and early modern ages, planned baroque villages 

and modern circular villages. 
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End of the Conference. 

On the last day, the parƟcipants were invited to have dinner with the owners of some 

of the wonderful tradiƟonal ancient houses. 
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Sunday 2nd October 
 
CIAV held its Annual MeeƟng during the morning chaired by 
CIAV President Gisle Jakhelln.  
 
13 members and 13 visitors took part in the proceedings. 

. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING 


